THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
and Byzantine expansion, which has absorbed
and adapted the wisdom of Greek philosophy
no less than the traditions of Roman govern-
ment, cannot be bound inseparably by the
"genius loci" of the seat of authority. It was
well, no doubt, that Roman spiritual power
through the Saxon Church prevailed over
Celtic ideas at the Synod of Whitby, but it
does not follow that either Celt or Saxon need
bow before Latin conceptions as apart from
Catholic discipline. If I feel more at home (as
in fact I do) in a Skv or Teutonic than in a
Latin country, let it not be counted to me for
disloyalty, and let us not be reproached if we
prefer our traditions of law and politics to those
prevailing in the Latin world.
In truth, the Church in the course of her long
history has appeared under many masks, to the
indifferent or hostile without and to die faithful
within her fold. To the Jewish hierarchy she
was an association of heretics and rebels. To the
Roman world she was an Oriental sect, suspect
because of her Jewish connections and regarded
as one of the channels which poured Eastern
corruption into the metropolis of the world,
" quo cuncta atrocia aut pudenda conftuunt" To
the barbarian she was die mysterious ally of a
powerful but decadent Empire ; to die mediaeval
tyrant often the sole and hated obstacle in the
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